
Sept. 11, 2001, was a tragic time 
for America. Many lives were lost 
and a certain piece of mind went 
with them. However, thanks to Pierce 
Trucking Borger will now have a way 
to remember this event and honor 
those who lost their lives.

Close to five years ago several 
agencies came together and applied 
for a grant to acquire two pieces of 
steel from the fallen Twin Towers in 
New York. The request was granted 
and then the debate began on exactly 
where to put them.  Eventually a place 
in Huber Park was settled upon. A 
budget of $50,000 was put in place 
and then Rice Construction was able 
to produce drawings of the memorial 
to the city. 

 “A local company volunteered to 
haul it there,” Mayor Robert Vinyard 
said. “It cost a lot of money to build 

the site. The people that first started 
could never raise the funds.” 

A plaque was added to the monu-
ment on Friday, Sept 11, 2015. The 
Borger High School choir performed 
their version of the national anthem 
and Vinyard gave a speech dedicating 
the monument. 

Local residents are excited for the 
newest addition to Borger’s monu-
ments.

 “I didn’t really know what the 
monument was at first,” Borger resi-
dent Jon Koehn said. “But now that I 
know what it’s for I’m happy that the 
city decided to put it up.” 

Fourteen years has passed since 
September 11, 2001, but for many the 
pain of losing loved ones still remains.

“It’s terrifying to think about still, 
something like that happening in our 
country,” resident Debbie Prock said. 
“I’m just thankful none of my family 
lived in New York, but I pray for the 
ones that did.”
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Monument dedication

Teacher ‘never stops learning’

Editor’s note: This is a six-part 
series looking into a day in the life of 
someone on campus.

Vanessa Edwards, World History 
teacher, said that “History is an illu-
mination of the soul, it lets you see 
the people and events for what they 
are, it’s a reaction to emotion and it 
doesn’t make you feel as alone.” 

This December Edwards will 
have been a teacher for a year. She was 
one of 15 teachers that started here in 
August.  She got her associates degree 
at Frank Phillips College and then got 
her bachelor’s degree in education at 
West Texas A&M University. 

Every morning Edwards gets to 
school at 7:30 a.m. to make sure she 
has all of her materials ready for the 
day. She also goes to the department 
meetings and attends a class for new 
teachers. Edwards spends her day 
teaching, she teaches three pre-AP 
classes and four regular classes. Af-
ter school she goes home and does 
research for her next lessons and 

goes over assignment plans. Then she 
cooks dinner for her family. Edwards 
has one daughter, Saygen, who is 
7-years old and in second grade, and 
after dinner, she watches TV.  

Social Studies department head 
Rusty Phares said that “she’s got the 
kids thinking a lot about what’s in the 
world today, and tying it into what 
she teaches in class. She has all of the 
students engaged and wanting to learn 
history.” 

The students all love having Ed-
wards as a teacher. 

 “Mrs. Edwards is a very enthusi-
astic teacher and her love for history 
makes our learning much easier.” Ju-
nior Brayden Reed said. 

Edwards said she likes being a 
teacher because she “gets paid to talk 
about history and make it come alive 
and as a teacher, you never stop learn-
ing, you learn just as much as the stu-
dents do.”  

Day in the life 
By: Haley Vinyard 
Growl business manager

Sophomores make their mark on varsity. Page 8

The varsity choir sang at the dedication of the 9/11 memorial in Huber Park. 
Photo by: Polly Gillingham

Community remembers in ceremony
By: Lauren Gillespie
Growl editor-in-chief

Teacher Vanessa Edwards lectures to one of her three pre-AP classes. 
Growl staff photo
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Four years may seem like a lot of 
time to spend in one place. Try more 
than 25 years. 

Johnny Miller, director of choral 
arts, and Leslie Young, athletic direc-
tor, have a combined 55 years teach-
ing and mentoring Bulldogs. 

Miller, has been choral arts direc-
tor for almost 29 years. He said loves 
teaching here because of “the great 
people, the accepting community, and 
the peoples’ amazing kids.” 

Miller calls his students his chil-
dren and they call him their “choir 
dad.”

“I proudly accept that responsi-
bility fully and would do anything 
for these kids,” he said. “I may be the 
only person they see a day that smiles 
at them, that hugs them, that loves 
them truly and deeply... I’d fight for 
these kids if it was needed.” 

And as any parent, Miller has to 
watch his kids come and go. 

“The pain parents feel when they 
watch their kids as they leave off to 
college. Yeah, I have to relive that 

every year,” Miller said. “It’s gut 
wrenching.” 

Young echoed Miller’s love of 
living in Borger and the people here. 

“There’s not much to look at, but 
the people sure do make up for it,” 
Young said. “There are amazing peo-
ple, an amazing community and an 
amazing athletics program.” 

Young has had many jobs in her 
26 years at Borger High. She started 
out as the golf coach and ninth-grade 
basketball coach. 

“My third year they moved me to 
the JV girls basketball and assistant 
track coach. I stayed in that position 

for about a year or so. Then 11 years 
ago I became the assistant athletic di-
rector.” 

Young became athletic director in 
2011.

Young said she misses being a 
coach but she’s still involved with the 
track team.

“I still go to the middle school 
and see those runners every day. I go 
see how the other coaches are doing. I 
see those eighth graders running,” she 
said. 

She still puts her input in with the 
students at Borger High, speaking at 
pep rallies and teaching drivers educa-
tion in the mornings.

Coach Leslie Young, left photo, gives runners a pep talk before the cross country Borger Invitational meet. Director of 
choral arts Johnny Miller, right photo, pumps up the crowd during a pep rally.
Photo by: Cami Fellers and Chris Valdivia

Five decades of dedication
Shaylee Hatfield
Growl staff

Young, Miller invest time, talent in training Bulldogs

Its time to throw away the safety 
razors. 

This is the time some young men 
have been waiting for -- well-groomed 
facial hair is now allowed at Borger 
High. 

Associate principal DeDe Con-
away asked the school board to change 
the facial hair rule. Conaway said that 
although the guys may be able to have 
facial hair, they must keep it groomed 
and clean looking. 

“We have the best school board in 
our area. They listen to our requests 
and understand that we are all capa-
ble of handling the change,” she said. 
“They are beyond amazing to our staff 
and our students.”

This change is also allowing the 
boys to gain some maturity in the 
school environment.

“I feel as if it allows us to act more 
mature. It lets us grow up a little and 
express ourselves more freely,” senior 
Nicholas Kemp said.

Hello 
stubble
Growl staff

Men of BHS say goodbye 
to clean-shaven rules

“There’s not much to look at (in 
Borger), but the people sure do make 

up for it. There are amazing people, an 
amazing community and an amazing 

athletics program.”
~ athletic director Leslie Young

It’s not too late. 
Order your 2016 

Borgan yearbook for 
$55. Price increases 
Oct. 31. Don’t miss 

out!  
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Twenty-four students started out 
the summer of 2015 taking college 
classes together. The group ended the 
summer as more of a family.

“It’s been pretty awesome,” said 
Courtney Fulton, one of the juniors 
participating in the associate’s degree 
program. “We’re all so willing to help 
each other out with anything at any 
time.”

For the first time in this area, stu-
dents have the chance to graduate with 
an associate degree at the same time 
they will receive their high school di-
ploma.

Associate  principal DeDe Con-
away said that at an assembly for last 
year’s sophomores, interested stu-
dents were prompted to sign up for the 
new associate degree program. By the 
end of the assembly, 92 students had 
signed up. The next step was to take 
the TSI test, which determines college 
readiness. Once the TSI results were 
in, 36 students remained eligible for 
the program. These students met with 
Conaway and principal Matt Ammer-
man to discuss the details of the pro-
gram. The final step was to make sure 
that the students would be available to 
take six college hours the summer be-
fore the 2015-2016 school year.

“We lost some who had already 
committed to other plans like camps 
and family trips, or had to work over 
the summer,” Conaway said.

The remaining 24 students ended 

up being the perfect amount, as FPC 
had capped the number at 25. The stu-
dents who are taking part are juniors 
Jose Cabrialez, Laura Casas, Richie 
Eakins, Fulton, Lauren Gillespie, 
Ashlyn Gilstrap, Kathryn Gonzales, 
Charline Green, Kaleigh Newcomb, 
Elizabeth Lopez, Nancy Lopez, Rob-
ert Munoz, Kylee Ramsay, Sadie Ran-
gel, Brayden Reed, Ireland Reinhart, 
Diana Rodriguez, Steven Salomon, 
Kimberly Sauceda, Austin Saxon, 
Katelyn Smith, Marissa Vasquez, 
Leah Wilson, and Junior Wooden.  

Gonzales said that the classes will 
put her ahead of the game. 

“We started the Monday after 
school let out on June 1 and went until 
Aug. 11, so we had to give up a good 
two, two and a half months to be able 
to do this,” Gonzales said. 

Gonzales said she has reserva-
tions about going to a four year col-
lege. 

“It’ll be weird to be in a college 
class with all of those college juniors 
and seniors—I’m actually kind of 
scared about that,” Gonzales said.

Both participants said that they’ve 
loved their experience so far, despite 
the hard work.

“I won’t miss out on anything,” 
Fulton said. “It’ll just make every-
thing easier in the future. It’s a great 
experience; no more and no less than I 
would’ve had if I’d have waited.”

So while having to give up a 
whole summer, the participants will 
reap the rewards of their extra work.

“I figure it’ll all be worth it in the 
end,” Gonzales said.

Sophomore Camryn Fellers said 
she joined choir because singing is her 
life. She’s been singing since as long 
as she can remember and loves it. 

She is among many of the choir 
and band members who practice hours 
every day. Band members have daily 
rehearsals during first hour band and 
they also have a weekly three hour 
rehearsal on Monday nights during 
football season. Choir members have 
practice during sixth and seventh hour. 

All the practice pays off for both 
groups. Band has earned an excellent 
rating at marching contests, it also has 
20 plus years of superior ratings in 
marching. “We like to be as prepared 
as we can for all our public perfor-
mances,” band director Kevin Kuehler 
said.

 Kuehler also said that he gets to 
work with some of the best students at 
Borger High School and it is a privi-
lege to be their teacher and mentor.

The band will compete in the 
UIL Region 1 marching competition, 
which is set for Oct. 17 at Dick Bivins 
Stadium in Amarillo.

Freshman Bonnie Fischer said 
she feels confident that the band will 
do good “because we work together 
really well.”   

All the practice pays off for both 
groups. Band has earned an excellent 
rating at marching contests, it also has 
20 plus years of superior ratings in 
marching.

“The Singing Bulldogs have a 
rich history of accepting nothing less 
than the absolute best, that is why the 
choral department is one of the most 
successful and finest departments in 
the state,” said Johnny Miller, director 
of choral arts. 

Choir members will compete in-
dividually when they try out for all-
district choir at the end of September. 
The choirs will perform a fall concert 
Oct. 18 in the high school auditorium. 

“The choir usually gets really 
good scores at contest and good reac-
tions from the audience,” Fellers said. 

Although being a member of band 
or choir can be a lot to handle some-
times, the members need to find a way 
to stay motivated. “I chose to be in 
band in high school because I was in 
it throughout junior high and I like the 
feeling of accomplishment when I im-
prove on my flute,” Fischer said.

The Borger High School band plays at a pep rally in the Tex Hanna Gym. 
Photo by: Chris Valdivia 

By: Amanda Sheckler
Growl staff

Band, choir students 
practice for excellence

Students get 
jump on future
By: Caitlyn Walters
Growl staff
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 The Growl is a student publication 
written, edited, and composed by the jour-
nalism students of Borger High School, 600 
W. First St., Borger, TX 79007. The Growl is 
researched, designed and written in order to 
serve both Borger High School and the Borger 
community. The Growl strives to provide a fo-
rum for staff reporters, faculty, and students to 
exchange ideas. The Growl strives to educate, 
inform, entertain, and provide for its audience 
through written and researched news articles, 
editorials, and feature stories. The Growl is a 
member of the Interscholastic Press League 
Conference (ILPC), Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association and The Quill and Scroll 
International Journalism Honor Society. The 
Growl welcomes signed letters to the editor. 
The right to edit the letters will be reserved 
based upon content and length. Letters should 
address issues of concern to audience mem-
bers. The staff reserves the right to accept 
or reject advertisements. Advertisements, 
excluding illegal or obscene products, wills, 
prophecies and libelous statements will be 
sold per issue. Since The Growl is a member 
of the news media, it is guaranteed freedom 
of the press under the First and Fourteenth 
amendments of the Constitution. As a scho-
lastic publication, it is under the jurisdiction 
of the Hazelwood Decision.

The 
Growl

“Yes they should because 
they should be responsible 
for their own stuff.”

- freshman Bonnie 
Fischer

Everybody knows that the dread-
ed cycle of having to go to school and 
then come home and do your home-
work starts early on in 
elementary school and 
only gets worse from 
there, especially if 
you’re in extracurricu-
lar activities. Home-
work just stresses stu-
dents and teachers out, 
so why give so much?

The state of Texas 
doesn’t make home-
work mandatory, and if 
all homework does is cause stress for 
everyone involved, why give it? What 
classes you’re in will depend on how 
much homework you have, and the 
harder the class the more homework, 

which is understandable. But having 
three to four pages due per class just 
causes unnecessary stress for the stu-

dent, and then having to 
grade every single paper 
is stressful for the teach-
er.  

Instead of having 
two to three papers due 
for nearly every class at 
the end of every week, 
have those papers due 
every two weeks. Or, de-
pending on the class, just 
give the students the last 

10 minutes to work on their papers, 
that’d be an easy way to cut down on 
how much homework they have to do 
when they get home.  

Another reason to cut down on 

how much homework students have 
is because students need their rest. If 
they’re up past midnight working on 
papers and getting up at six every day, 
they’re going to get exhausted really 
fast.  So then they’re more focused on 
how tired they are in class, rather than 
what the teacher is talking about and 
the cycle continues that night when 
they get home. 

If teachers would cut down the 
amount of homework they give out, or 
give up the last 10 minutes of class on 
days they plan on giving homework, 
then the stress level would go down It 
would be different if homework was a 
mandatory thing, but because it isn’t, 
cutting it down a little shouldn’t be an 
issue.

Lauren Gillespie is a junior and Growl 
editor-in-chief. 

Column 
Lauren Gillespie

Stop stress; eliminate homework

We come to school to learn, and sitting in an unclean 
environment is distracting and makes learning much harder. 
If students would clean up after themselves, it would make 
things easier on everyone, especially the custodians.

Five custodians work from 3 p.m. to 11 p.m.  Monday 
through Friday. They clean up the messes that students leave 
behind each day. They tend to the bathrooms, disinfect and 
remove gum from the desks, sweep the halls, pick up and 
take out all of the 
trash and many 
other things. The 
school is made up 
of 53 classrooms 
and 15 bathrooms, 
not including the offices, the auditorium and both gyms, 
that’s a lot of ground to cover for five people, which means 
they don’t get many breaks, if any. 

If students would pitch in and throw their trash away 
instead of throwing it on the ground or at a friend in the 
hallway, these custodians could take more breaks and get 
done faster. The custodians all want the school to be a clean 
environment for us to be in and they spend countless hours 
making sure it is.

Also, if you happen to see some trash in the hall, or 
on the desk in front of you, take the time to throw it in the 
trash. Most classrooms have more than one trash can, so it 
shouldn’t be hard to find a place to deposit the waste.  

Always make sure your trash ends up in the trash can, 
and if you see some trash lying on the ground somewhere, 
pick it up. The janitors appreciate all of the help they can get 
because they generally don’t get very much. Work on mak-
ing the school a cleaner place not only for yourself, but for 
the people around you too.

Cleanliness counts 
in classroom, school 

Students Say

Editorial

www.borgerisd.net/bhs/
bhs_growl.htm

“Yes, because the jani-
tors jobs are to clean up 
but you shouldn’t make 
that big of a mess in the 
school.”

- sophomore Madison 
Lowery  

“Students need to pick-up 
after themselves anywhere 
they are. Not just in the 
school.”

- junior Ashton 
Garabedian

“Yeah, if you make a mess, 
pick it up. It’s not the 
teacher’s responsibility.”

- senior Katanna Shay 
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Being kind 
costs nothing

Kindness can come in a multitude of forms. 
From small things to philanthropy these are some 
acts of kindness that people need to at least try to 
do.

While most people don’t realize it, they are 
always committing small acts of kindness. It can 
be simple things, like holding the door open for 
another person, to saying bless you to someone 
who sneezed. Even smiling at another person can 
brighten that person’s 
day. People sometimes 
are very fragile, even 
small things that don’t 
seem like they would 
insult a person could 
very much do that. But 
by the same token, say-
ing small things in a 
positive manner can 
brighten up someone’s 
day by a wide margin. These things are always a 
good way to be kind without doing that much.

Another example of kindness is having cour-
tesy toward the people around you. For example, 
say someone was at a restaurant having one of the 
main courses, they might have burped recently 
and had excused themselves, that is an example 
of courtesy for the others around you. You could 
thank the waiter and/or waitress that served you 
and even tip them. 

Philanthropy is also another act of kindness 
that rich people or big celebrities do. Since they 
are rich, they use their money to help others that 
are less fortunate than themselves. Philanthropy 
doesn’t necessarily have to be done by really rich 
people, you can do it too. Say if someone at lunch 
is short a dollar or two, maybe spot them that dol-
lar or two and just have them pay you back later. 
You could even just buy someone’s lunch who for-
got to bring money with them that day. 

Some people, however, try to give reasons on 
why they aren’t kind. Things like they’re having 
a bad day or they don’t like that person. Despite 
these things, people should still be nice to each 
other because even knowing they have had a bad 
day, should not cause another person to have a bad 
day too.

Kindness, as everyone should know, is some-
thing people need in their lives. People might not 
want to always want to be nice, but people should 
always strive to go in that direction, if at all possi-
ble. Sometimes you could just act stupid and make 
people laugh, or smile when you just feel like you 
can’t smile anymore. 

You might not feel better or you might, but 
either way a person’s day has been brightened 
thanks to your acts of kindness.  

Austin Ritchie is a junior and Growl staff writer. 

Life after high school is a whole new ball game. 
Whether you go to college or just start working, it is 
a whole new experience. I ended up attending Tex-
as Tech and am now a sophomore business major. 

There are lots of things 
I wish I had been told 
about the future when I 
was in high school, and 
lots of words of wisdom 
I could have used. 

Start seriously 
thinking about what 
you want to major in 
and do with your life 
now. Freshmen, you 
may think it is too early 
to do that, but I promise 

you it is not. If you do not start thinking about this 
now then you will end up like myself and many other 
students and in the blink of an eye you will suddenly 
be a freshman in college, sitting in your first real col-
lege classes at a university, realizing that you just got 
thrown into a major that you actually hate and want 
nothing to do with. You will probably also end up 
wasting a lot of money too in that case. Start really 
thinking about what you want to do with your life 
now, as early as possible, so that does not end up be-
ing the case for you, too.

The best advice I could give anyone about life 
after high school is to get out of town. Everyone 
needs to pack up, move off to a new town to either 
go to college or start a new job after they graduate. 
Everyone needs a change, and what better time to 
have one then after you graduate? Move to a new 
place, have all-new experiences, do not stay stuck in 

your hometown with all the same old things, actu-
ally live your life a little. If you want to go to college 
but money is an issue, make sure you take advantage 
of the numerous scholarships, grants, and loans that 
lots of you could probably get but do not even fully 
realize it. Never doubt yourself. Seriously, anyone 
can make it in college; all you have to do is put forth 
the effort. It will all be worth it in the end.

College is tough, in all honesty it really is tough. 
But it is not tough in the ways that everyone con-
stantly warned us that it would be in high school. 
The work really is not that much harder, and that is 
not what makes it so tough. It is tough because for 
the first few weeks, there will be practically no work 
to do, so you will take advantage of that and think 
that it will all be a breeze. Then suddenly one day 
you have three tests to take and four essays all due 
at midnight and you have no idea how you will ever 
get it all done in time. You have to constantly stay 
on top of your school work in college and make sure 
that it is your No. 1 priority since you are paying a 
lot of money to be there. It is extremely easy to stray 
from that ultimate goal, and that should never hap-
pen, always stay on top of things. 

Lastly, enjoy high school and have as much fun 
as you can while you can. Not saying that no fun will 
be had after high school, college is a blast too (only 
when all of the work is done). But high school is a 
million times easier than college, and some of my 
greatest memories were made with some of my best 
friends in high school and I would never trade them 
for the world. Enjoy it while you can, it seriously 
goes by in the blink of an eye.

Bailee Mikles is a 2014 graduate of Borger High and was 
co-editor-in-chief of the 2014 Borgan yearbook. 

Guest Column 
Bailee Mikles

Friendly post-graduation advice
Column 

Austin Ritchie 
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Senior Emily Dickerson, left, directs freshman Nick Garcia, junior Junior Wood-
in, and senior Tori Barbour during rehearsals for the student directed plays.  
Photo by: Chris Valdivia

Playing the part

Walking across the stage in full 
make-up and costume is tougher than 
it looks. The stage lights beat down, 
the butterflies finally kick in, and the 
adrenaline is pumping. The suspense 
of the quiet crowd is terrifying. 

The student directed plays took 
place at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 3 in 
the BHS auditorium. The plays shown  
were  “Sorry Wrong Number” direct-
ed by junior Jordyn Golden, “Isle” di-
rected by senior Emily Dickerson, and 
“Where the Cross is Made” directed 
by  senior Kiley Fite.

The process of the plays can 
be long and hard, but in the end it is 
worth it. It can be a little frightening 
before getting used to being on stage 
“and when you know you nailed it, the 
epinephrine releases and it’s a feeling 
I can’t even describe it’s so great,” ju-
nior JonDe Gable said.

Every play is made up of the same 
three elements: technical theater, basic 
acting mechanics, and getting the es-
sence of characters across. Technical 
theater is all the mechanics, the style, 
lights, sound, costumes, and makeup. 

The basic acting methods are staying 
open on stage, projection, and articu-
lation. The method acting is made up 
of character analysis, and showing the 
character. 

“The director must blend all of 
these together, never forgetting that 
each tiny detail must contribute to get-
ting the message across to the audi-
ence,” theater director Cody Duncan 
said.

Dickerson said the plays are 
stressful because they have such little 
time to put them on and so many new 
actors/actresses to train.  

Despite the difficult process, the 
amount of stress is immense. The 
most stressful part of it all is the “un-
certainty of how it’s going to turn out” 
Golden said. 

“You never know how a play is 
going to go because it’s different each 
time. It all depends on the actors and 
how much they’re into their charac-
ters.”

After completing the three ele-
ments, getting over the slight stage 
fright, and completing the role despite 
the bright and hot lights, the cheering 
from the crowd is always a guarantee 
that it was worth it. 

Students direct fall productions
By: Isabella Stalcup
Growl staff

Junior Keirstyn Powell, left, and senior Nicholas Kemp wear their unique and 
different styles to school.
Growl staff photo

Outfits Of the Month

How To Make Ghoulish Doughnuts

Here are instructions on how to make the cute yet spooky vampire doughnuts. 
They are super easy and cheap to make. By Kortney McKinnis

First step:  Get a glazed 
donut.

Second step:  Put vam-
pire teeth in the donut 
hole.

Third step: Use chocolate 
chips as the eyes and 
place them above the 
teeth.



It was a sunny day in early Sep-
tember as the people of Borger lined 
the sides of Main Street, patiently 
waiting for the floats and cars that 
would make up the Homecoming pa-
rade.

Among those cars were the rides 
of the 2015-2016 Homecoming court. 
The court consisted of freshman prin-
cess Briley Cano, sophomore princess 
Isabel Baeza and junior princess Vic-
toria Nunez. The Homecoming queen 
candidates were seniors Chloe Chat-
well, Tiffany Fernandez, Blanca Uriq-
uidi and Carson Jones. 

Chatwell said she chose a Dodge 
Viper because it’s a gorgeous car. 

“The man who owns it, Payton 
Lumpkin, doesn’t take it in town very 
often, so it’s never seen,” Chatwell 
said. “It was like I got to show it off.  
I’m so grateful for him driving me in 
the parade.”

Fernandez said she chose to ride 
in a white Audi because it’s a nice car. 

“The DeRouens were sweet 

enough to let me borrow it for the pa-
rade,” she said

Uriquidi, who chose a black con-
vertible Chevy truck, said wanted to 
match the school colors. 

Jones, who was chosen as Home-
coming queen, picked a 2016 Chevy 
Silverado Z71 for practical reasons. 

“I chose it because I needed a 
truck to pull the trailer with my vol-
leyball team on it and it was the nicest 
one we had access to,” Jones said.

Cano chose a Plymouth Prowler 
for personal reasons. 

“I chose it because it’s my grand-
pa’s car,” she said. 

Baeza chose a black Camaro for a 
simple reason.

“I chose it because I like black 
cars,” she said. 

Nunez chose a yellow Camaro so 
she could stick out from the crowd. 

“I chose it because I thought it 
would stand out and be different,” she 
said.

Once the cars have all stopped, 
and the candy has been collected, the 
Homecoming court still has the mem-
ories of that evening.
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Music Notes Studio
Teaching Music to Students since 2005

     Piano-Voice-Violin-Classical Guitar

Private and Group Lessons

Call or Leave Message for Appointment

201 E. 10th

Borger, Texas 79008

(806)-275-9260 One hundred Borger High students were polled and asked to pick their favorite 
fandom. Results have Marvel with a comfortable lead, followed by “The Walk-
ing Dead”, and “Supernatural”. 
Poll by: Jacey Elliot, Madison Line, and Chloe Stroud

Homecoming queen senior Carson Jones rides in the Homecoming Parade 
down Main Street in September.
Photo by: Chris Valdivia

Fit for a Queen
By: Steven Anderson
Growl staff

Candidates choose their parade rides

Coming Soon 

The events listed have been provided to the newspaper staff and include cam-
pus events. If you’d like your event included, email robyn.line@borgerisd.net. 

Dec. 10-12 “Roomers”  7 p.m.  Auditorium
Dec. 13  Choir Christmas concert  2:30 p.m.  Auditorium
Dec. 17  Band Christmas concert 7 p.m.  Auditorium

Favorite Fandom
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Most football players would say that practice and hard 
work lead to success. However, the new sophomores on 
varsity dedicate their great opportunity to God. 

“It’s a blessing, man. I give the glory to God,” sopho-
more Jemarius Grimes said. “I worked during the summer 
to have this opportunity.”

Sophomores Grimes, Marlon Jones, Carlos Beltran, 
Tavaris Monroe, and Josh Johnson have made the varsity 
team this year due to their hard work and dedication.

“It feels good to know that me and four other people 
are on varsity. It was hard work,” Monroe said. 

Coach Michael Denton said it’s not common for soph-
omores to play at the varsity level.

“Every once in a while, sophomores make it. Talent 
and hard work is what it takes for sophomores to achieve a 

spot on varsity,” Denton said.
Jones said he feels as if it is a great accomplishment.
“I love being able to learn from older players who have 

experienced what I am experiencing right now,”  Jones 
said. 

The players have many fans in the stands, but the most 
important ones are family members.

 “It’s a real confidence booster knowing that you have a 
family behind you that will be there when you need them,” 
Jones said.

The players want to set a good example for the fresh-
men who plan to work hard for a spot on varsity. Although 
it may be tough, they will have people to look up to.

“Just work hard and focus. If you’re dedicated enough 
you’ll reach your goal no matter what,” Beltran said.

 Johnson said to not let other people’s doubt bother 
you. 

“Work hard and be confident in your ability God has 
given you and you will be fine,” Johnson said.

Athlete 
Spotlight

Tis the Season for Pep
When going to a sporting event 

it is not uncommon to see the cheer-
leaders supporting and encouraging 
the team and student body. However, 
as football season began, the focus 
shifted and preparation began for the 
many games that will hopefully lead 
the team to play-offs.

“We practice every Sunday, Tues-
day, and now Saturdays also,” varsity 
cheerleader Tiffany Fernandez said.

Fernandez said she is also looking 
forward to playoffs and has hope that 
the football team will succeed.

Preparation for the season begins 
months in advance when the cheer-
leaders attend camp during the sum-
mer. This year the cheerleaders won 
many awards and received many ex-
cellent and superior ratings.

The preparations for pep-rallies 
were also done earlier in the year and 
cheer sponsor Rachel Ach uses the 
two extra weeks before the pep-rally 

How long have you played?
two years 

Who inspired you to play?
“My sister. She said it was fun.”

What advice do you have?
“If you are coming into the sport, 
practice.”

Where do you see yourself in five 
years? 
Leader of a science team

By: Jeffrey White
Growl staff

senior Jessica Hiberd, girls’ golf

How long have you played? 
four years

Who inspired you to play? 
“My dad inspired me” 

What advice do you have for 
someone wanting to play golf? 
“To practice every day.” 

Where do you see yourself in five 
years? 
“Working as an RN” 

junior Steven Salomon, tennis

They’ve 
got spirit
Cheerleaders prep 
for pep before season
By: Haley Vinyard
Growl business manager

The varsity cheerleaders cheer on the Lady Bulldogs during a volleyball game 
in the Tex Hanna Gym. 
Photo by: Jeffrey White

to finalize cheer routines.
Being a cheerleader is about more 

than what people see on the field. The 
cheerleaders give out medals during 
the cross country meets, paint signs 
for the school and all of its functions, 
and also hand out popsicles to the 
football players after practice.

“Last year we participated in the 
city Christmas parade by carrying a 
banner and walking,” Ach said.

The cheerleaders have also started 

cheering for wrestling matches during 
the spring.

Male cheerleaders are often hard 
to come by. This is why when two 
guys, Deondra Hood and Cody Mc-
Daniel, tried out for the squad many 
were surprised

 “I’ve always had this thing where 
I like to breakdown social standards,” 
McDaniel said. “So one day I told my-
self I’m going to do this and it’s a lot 
more fun than I thought.”

Sophomores get shot at varsity
By:  Austin Richie
Growl staff
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